
 Journalism 
 Merit Badge Workbook 

This workbook is not required but is designed to help you with this merit badge.  No one can add or subtract from the 
Boy Scout Requirements #33215.  Use page backs & add pages as needed.  Please send comments to: 

craig@craiglincoln.com.  Requirements revised: 1999, Workbook updated: January 2004. 
 
Scout’s Name: ____________________________________                         Unit: _______________________  
Counselor’s Name: ____________________________________   Counselor’s Ph #: _____________________  
1) Do ONE of the following:  
(a) Read a local newspaper, a national newspaper, a newsmagazine, and a computerized online news source. From each of 
these, clip stories about the same event.  Put each item on a separate piece of paper. Write an analysis comparing the different 
stories explaining how the stories are objective or subjective and how each publication handled the story differently depending on 
its purpose or audience.  (Hint: Put each story you clip to a different page of pager and attach.) 
Event: __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Local Newspaper: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Objective or Subjective? _________________________________________________________________________________ 
How was the story handled? ______________________________________________________________________________ 
Purpose of Story:_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Audience:_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

National Newspaper:______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Objective or Subjective? _________________________________________________________________________________ 
How was the story handled? ______________________________________________________________________________ 
Purpose of Story:_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Audience:_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Newsmagazine: __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Objective or Subjective? _________________________________________________________________________________ 
How was the story handled? ______________________________________________________________________________ 
Purpose of Story:_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Audience:_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

On-line news source: (Hint: Attach printout)____________________________________________________________________ 
Objective or Subjective? _________________________________________________________________________________ 
How was the story handled? ______________________________________________________________________________ 
Purpose of Story:_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Audience:_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

- OR- (b) All on the same day, watch a local television newscast, watch a national network newscast, listen to a radio newscast, 
and study the computerized online news provided by a national news broadcast source. List the different news items, features, 
and editorials on the broadcasts, including the time in minutes and seconds devoted to each story, and print out a copy of the 
online edition's "front page."  
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Date: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Local TV newscast: (Hint: Station, time)_______________________________________________________________________ 

News Items/time each: __________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Features/time each:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Editorials/time each: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Objective or Subjective? _________________________________________________________________________________ 

National TV Newscast: (Hint: Station, time) ____________________________________________________________________ 
News Items/time each: __________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Features/time each:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Editorials/time each: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Objective or Subjective? _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Radio Newscast: (Hint: Station, time) _________________________________________________________________________ 
News Items/time each: __________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Features/time each:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Editorials/time each: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Objective or Subjective? _________________________________________________________________________________ 

National on-line news source: (Hint: Attach printout) ____________________________________________________________ 
News Items/time each: __________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Features/time each:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Editorials/time each: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Objective or Subjective? _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Write an analysis comparing the different story lists, ______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
explaining how the stories are objective or subjective _____________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

and why different news outlets treated the stories differently. _______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2) Do either a OR b:  
(a) Print journalism:  

 1.) Visit a newspaper office and tour the various divisions, including the newsroom, the editorial offices, the business side, 
and the printing plant. During your tour,  

 talk to an editor or reporter about what it's like to be a newspaper journalist, _____________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 where they get story ideas, ___________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 and what makes a good newspaper. ____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 If possible, go with a reporter and your buddy to cover a news event. Get your parent's permission first.   (Note: Per 
National, “parent” means “parent or guardian”.) ______________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 2.) With the help of your counselor, prepare a front-page newspaper layout.  
 Edit copy, proofread a story after it has been typeset ,  

and be able to explain the printing process. _________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

-OR- (b) Broadcast journalism:  
 1.) Visit a radio or television station and tour the various divisions, including the newsroom, the studios, the control rooms, 

and the business side. During your tour,  
 talk to a producer or reporter about what it's like to be a broadcast journalist, ____________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 where they get story ideas, ___________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 and what makes a good station. _______________________________________________________________________ 
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____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 If possible, go with a reporter and your buddy to cover a news event. Get your parent's permission first.   (Note: Per 

National, “parent” means “parent or guardian”.) ______________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 2.) With the help of your counselor prepare a television or radio news show format.  
 Edit audiotape or videotape, and be able to explain what it takes to broadcast radio or television news. _______________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
3) Attend a news event ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
and do ONE of the following:  
(a) Write a newspaper story about the event, a sidebar feature, and either an editorial or a critical review of the event.  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

-OR- (b) Using radio or TV style write a news story about the event, a color story and either an editorial or critical review of the 
event.  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

- OR – (c) Take a series of photographs that would help to tell the story in pictures, including some news photos and some feature 
photos. Write outlines for your photos and a brief story of the event. _________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4) Answer at least three of five questions about qualifications, __________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

educational preparations, _________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

training opportunities, ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

wages, _________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

and personal satisfaction in journalism. _____________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


